

ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk:  Mr John McKeown, Windward, North Lee Lane, Terrick, Aylesbury HP22 YB
Telephone:  07880 732574.  E-mail:  clerk@ellesborough-pc.gov.uk


MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 20th July 2026 AT 7.30PM

Present: Councillors:
J.Hamer, V.Keeble, H Holman, D.Panikkar, S Withey, M. McGrail
		      
Parish Clerk: John McKeown

Seven members of the public were in attendance.
	    
Item 4.1       Apologies – Cllr Hares

Item 4.2	Declarations of Interest. None declared. 

Item 4.3 	Minutes.  The minutes of 16/03/2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Item 4.4.	Road Safety Issues.
· Cllr’s Panikkar, Withey & Hamer met with James Tunnard, Bucks local area technician, to discuss HGV movements, white gates and speed/weight signs in Dunsmore. It was suggested this should be raised with Bucks Commissioning team. It was also proposed that HS2/EKFB road fund may be able to help fund these items.                                                                         DP
· White lines on Missenden Road were also discussed. James Tunnard suggested this needs to be raised with Bucks Highways Dept               DP
· Gates on North Lee Lane were discussed but this was rejected by James Tunnard as not practical
· James Tunnard also suggested that Bucks Highways are not responsive to white lines or speed reductions unless there are recorded deaths on any stretch of road – this was not well received by the meeting and suggestions were made that a list of issues is collated and sent to Bucks Highways in one email rather than several separate ones.                                           DP
· 30mph limit extension on Ellesborough Road to Kimble is ongoing     DP
· So far Cllr Keeble has received 27 responses to the online traffic survey. Clerk to repeat survey advertising on parish updates.                      JMcK
	
Item 4.4.1 Wendover Road footpath review. The professional survey results were discussed to evaluate the feasibility of constructing a footpath from the bottom of Wendover Road to the golf course. It was suggested that this would be prohibitively expensive following discussion with the golf course. The size of several trees (and their root system) is also an issue. It was discussed to perhaps take a differing route of adding “cut ins or refuges” along the length of the road at sensible intervals (avoiding the large tree roots) which would give pedestrians an opportunity to step back from approaching traffic. This would also need discussion with Bucks Highways                                                                             MMcG/DP

Item 4.4.2 Bus stop on Nash Lee Road – Cllr Withey has emailed SW Bus company who have no issues with a bus stop on Nash Lee Road in principle. This will also involve engagement with Buck s Highways to consider location. Cllr Withey also asked for a dialogue on bus services through Butlers Cross which has been reduced in recent years.	SW
Item 4.4.3 Church steps to open graveyard. Cllr Panikkar has repeated the report to the Rights of Way team for an update. This was reported last year with no progress so far.      DP
Item 4.5 MVAS Clerk stated that some people are finding it difficult to locate the MVAS data on the website, so a new “filter” has been created to assist. When looking for the data, at the top of the page in “Reports” there is now a filter, where a new section dedicated to MVAS data can be found. The filter also has sections for Annual Reports, Audit results, and general reports. 
Item 4.5.1 MVAS relocation a metal detector is required to locate the post bases for relocation. Cllr Panikkar to procure a metal detector as this item is now urgent.               DP
Item 4.6 Recreational Facilities. 
· Playground repairs are completed except for the motor bike U bolt   	         HH
· Number 4 allotment is still vacant – Clerk to continue to advertise                   JMcK
· New dog fouling sign has been erected at the entrance to the playing field
· The turf at the entrance is not surviving given the lack of rain and no local water supply. It was suggested to use small hardcore to cover this problem. 	    HH/SW
Item 4.6. Playing field licence– The draft licence is currently under review with the Chairman for Risborough Rangers and Cllr McGrail for the final document to be completed. Parking plan needs to be formalised to complete it before the new season starts.   HH/MMcG
Iten 4.7 Biodiversity – several froglets have been spotted in Dunsmore White Pond
Item 4.7.1 Calendar Cllr Holman has costed the possibility of making a Parish Council calendar for 2027 using the photographs entered in the village party competition. It was discussed that if 8 sponsors could be found to advertise on the back page then perhaps 100 copies could be printed creating a profit that would be donated to charity. Cllr Holman to assess and report at the next meeting in September giving time for printing and distribution by November. 											HH
Item 4.8 Finance – Cllr Panikkar signed off the pre council reconciliation for the current and savings accounts.
The following payments were made since the last meeting.
BACS		£795.00	Grass cutting May 2026
BACS		£150.00	Signs Express Banners
BACS		£45.00		Open Spaces Society subscription
BACS		£622.20	Majestic Wine – village party (£352 refunded)
BACS		£250.00	Silver Band village party
BACS		£1080.60	Grass cutting June
BACS		£1750.00	Play park step repairs
BACS		£235.50	New car park gate repair (Claimed back £235)
BACS		£127.86	Chiltern Brewery village party (£200 paid back for XS drinks)
BACS		£310.00	BBQ food village party Buckmoorend	
Ch 300003	£302.20	Clerk office rent and expenses
BACS		£414.70	Post & rail fence Village Hall car park
BACS		£525.00	Wendover Rd Survey costs
DDR 		£7.00		Bank charges
Item 4.8.1 CIL Payments – a Community Infrastructure Levy payment of £2985 was received from Bucks Council. This is to be used for the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area. Clerk to copy in Cllr McGrail with the expenditure form as it is completed. 	                      JMcK/MMcG
Item 4.9 Planning – planning updates circulated – no action required
Item 4.9.1 Stoke Mandeville local plan. Cllr McGrail asked Cllr Holman to contact Stoke Mandeville to discuss linkage between the parishes and their local plan. 			HH
Item 4.10 Affordable housing -preparation building work has commenced with only a few minor parking issues reported.  



Item 4.11 Clerk’s report and correspondence
Item 4.11.1 VAT refund – £357.11claimed back and received
Item 4.11.2 AGAR approved in principle. Awaiting final sign off
Item 4.11.3 Ellesborough Magazine donation – Payment of £950 to be made.	JMcK
Item 4.11.4 Register of Interest – Clerk stated that from this year, all personal addresses are to be redacted from the website and general publishing for Councillors. This has been carried out by the Clerk
Item 4.11.5 Defibrillator guardian – The local defibrillator group has been disbanded which now leaves the Clerk as sole guardian for reporting and maintenance. The question was raised who is contacted if the defibrillator is used – Clerk to find out	                               JMcK
Item 4.12 Dunsmore 
Item 4.12.1 White Pond Rural Payments System has declined funding for puddling clay to restore the pond perimeters. There may be some funds in the budget to put towards this but not to the original costs. Cllr Hamer to assess and report back				JH
Item 4.13 HS2 – no current update
Item 4.14 Media and website – Cllr Keeble suggested putting the Bucks local plan onto the website for parishioners to read. Unanimously approved.					VK
Item 4.15 Parish Hall update – hall bookings are quieter currently due to the school holidays 
· Quotes are being sourced for flooring repairs/replacement
· Structural damage is evident by the Gents toilets, and on the outside wall where cracks have appeared

Item 4.16 Matters of report- 
· Summer party accounts show a potential surplus of £600 to be given to “Hearts & Souls” charity. An event to be organised to present a cheque, with photographs taken for the village magazine. Source large presentation cheque.	                            JMcK
· Home Close hedges need to be cut back from the pavements. Cllr Hares to speak to the landowner										DH
· The flagpole has been moved and some branches trimmed back to allow the flag to fly freely. A replacement flag is required before the annual remembrance service JMcK
· Xmas tree lights need to be replaced					          JMcK/DH
· Ellesborough trust accounts need to be forwarded to the Clerk		DP
· The possibility of a children’s party was discussed. Dates?			SW
· Small pieces of glass are evident on the playing field approach – big bags of scalpings suggested at around £80/bag to cover this.					HH
Item 4.17 Open forum – 
· MVAS data suggests speeding between 7-8am. Can Speedwatch be carried out at specific times. Cllr Panikkar to talk to Alan Cripps				DP
· Highway’s contact - for escalating issues is Mr Thomas Broome
· Closed graveyard is heavily overgrown in places – talk to Deborah Hullett  DP 
· Affordable housing contractor was praised for courtesy and reaction times to issues with very little noise, or parking issues raised. 
· Difficulty hearing all comments at the meeting – chairs to be moved forward for next meeting. 
Item 4.18 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held in Dunsmore village hall on Monday 21st September at 7.30pm Please be advised there is very little parking available so please car share if possible. 

The meeting closed at 20.48hrs


Signed 



Matthew McGrail
Chairman 









Ellesborough Parish Council minutes 20.07.2026
